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Dear SACS Water Polo Parent

Welcome to the 2010 Water Polo season. I hope you enjoyed a safe and happy holiday season and are refreshed and ready to swim off with the 2010 Polo season.

This is just a letter of reminder to parents before the season begins of some of the policies we have at SACS with regard to Water Polo coaching, team selection and spectating.
The selection of teams will be the sole responsibility of the coach/es who are on the side of the pool for practices and matches, along with myself in my capacity as the director of coaching for Water Polo at SACS, and where necessary the MIC Water Polo at the respective schools; Mrs Jane McClure or Mr Chris Jones.  We understand that team selections are by their nature subjective, and that some boys may be disappointed, but assure you that much thought and care goes into the process. I have no doubt that even in the sometimes difficult period of team selections we will have your support.
While we are always grateful for the encouragement and enthusiasm that our parents show, we would like to remind parents to leave the coaching to the coaches. The school has entered into a new phase of coaching and player development, where by the coaches have been asked to coach according to a structure that allows us to develop, build on and monitor a players skill levels, from the u10 age-group right through to u19. Parents who are eager to get involved in coaching polo at SACS Junior are most welcome to contact me, or to attend our polo beginners coaching course to be held at SACS Junior in the coming weeks.
As a matter of housekeeping, please remember firstly, that all SACS Junior Water Polo players are required to commit to a minimum of 1 swim squad training per week, and will be expected to be available for any swimming galas on a Thursday if so selected.  Secondly, a new costume is available for SACS Water Polo players is available from School&Leisure, and any player not in the correct costume for matches (Polo costume) or practices (Polo or SACS Swimming costume) will not be permitted to take part.
Lastly, I wish to remind parents that their son’s participation in Water Polo at SACS is a part of his holistic educational experience. As such, we strongly discourage the boys being put under any undue pressure, and want to emphasise that his participation should be based on fun and learning. Guidelines for becoming a better water polo spectator are available on our website, www.sacsawaterpolo.com.
Any parent who wishes to discuss any of our policies with regard to selection, coaching and/or spectating is encouraged to contact me at matt@sacswaterpolo.com.
Yours in Water Polo

Matt Kemp
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